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New FP7 calls due at the end of July

On 31st July 2009, the European Commission 
will open calls in ALL the priority thematic 
areas. There will be opportunities for SMEs, 
industry and academia and there are a number 
of other calls opening such as Research for the 
Benefit of SMEs, Science & Society and Regions 
of Knowledge.

FrameworksNW has access to the Work Programmes for these 
forthcoming calls and we are more than happy to discuss your R&D 
needs and assist you if you are seeking to participate.

The team would be happy to meet with 
you to discuss these opportunities, or 
to deliver a focused awareness raising 
seminar for your organisation to 
highlight these new opportunities and 
discuss the activity areas available for 
funding.

If you would like further information or want to discuss how we can 
assist you, please contact the team on 0151 632 8888 or 
info@frameworksnw.co.uk

There are opportunities in:

ÅHealth
ÅFood, Agriculture   

& Biotechnology
ÅInformation 

Communication 
Technologies
ÅNanotechnology

ÅEnergy
ÅEnvironment
ÅSocial Sciences & 

Humantities
ÅTransport
ÅSecurity
ÅSpace

http://www.frameworksnw.co.uk/
mailto:info@frameworksnw.co.uk


UK TSB opportunities in Carbon Reduction Technologies

There are three Technology Strategy Board competitions which are currently open, they are separate 
competitions however they all have a common theme of carbon reduction, the specific competitions 
are:

Low Carbon Vehicles ςIntegrated Delivery Programme Competition 2:  The focus 
of this competition is the development of vehicle-centric technologies that will 
encourage the advancement of mass market adoption of low carbon vehicles.  
Expression of interest deadline:  6th August

Design and Decision Tools for Low Impact Buildings:  This competition is aimed at 
the development, enhancement and integration of building design and decision 
support tools to help achieve the Government’s targets for zero carbon and low 
water usage, for new-build housing by 2016 and new-build non-domestic buildings 
by 2019.  Expression of interest deadline:  23rd July

Energy Generation and Supply ςCarbon Abatement Technologies:  This 
competition is looking to fund the development of technologies which tackle CO2

emissions from large single point sources, primarily fossil-fuel power plants and 
other large process industries (e.g.  petrochemicals, cement and metals production).  
Expression of interest deadline:  23rd July

FrameworksNW expand services to offer 2 days FREE
R&D consultancy

The team at FrameworksNW is delighted to announce they are able 
to provide SMEs in the NW with 2 days FREE consultancy support 
regarding their R&D needs and requirements.

Support can take many forms including desktop studies, R&D needs 
analysis, partner searching and brokering contacts with key 
stakeholders. This complements the existing service and enhances 
the support available to NW organisations.

For more information on the Technology Strategy Board competitions please see: 
http://www.innovateuk.org/deliveringinnovation/forthcomingcompetitions.ashx

The FrameworksNW team can assist you with all aspects of TSB funding, so if you are considering 
applying for funding, need help with creating strategic partnerships or simply want to discuss 
whether this competition is for you, please contact David Cain on 0151 632 8888 or 
david.cain@frameworksnw.co.uk

To take advantage of this exciting service or find out how you can benefit, please contact the team 
on 051 632 8888 or info@frameworksnw.co.uk

The assistance can take place both on and off site and specifically you can benefit from:

ÅBackground information, advice and training on funding procedures and processes (FP7, TSB etc...)
ÅRelevant information regarding R&D opportunities and strategies for participation
ÅDiagnostic, Technical Audit, Capacity to engage in R&D and needs analysis assessing suitability of funding
ÅAdvice on building successful consortia, assistance with creating new collaborations with key R&D players
ÅAdvice on project suitability and shaping ideas to current call opportunities
ÅReview of proposed R&D strategy, literature review of previous projects/key contacts in relevant sector
ÅIdentification of partners & opportunities to join projects –including brokering contact with key stakeholders
ÅOffer of future support and assistance regarding preparation of grant proposals
ÅPre-screening of proposals in progress for eligibility and critical assessment providing necessary modifications
ÅSignposting and referral to other support organisations as necessary

http://www.innovateuk.org/deliveringinnovation/forthcomingcompetitions.ashx
mailto:david.cain@frameworksnw.co.uk
mailto:info@frameworksnw.co.uk


Shaping the future of EU R&D
UK foresight workshop in September

Following a pilot event in June, the iKnow project is preparing for a 2 day 
foresight workshop in September using innovative future studies techniques 
to make policy recommendation to the European Commission and ultimately 
shape the future of European Research and Development.

NW STEM Ambassador celebration a success!!!

If you are interested in becoming a STEM Ambassador please 
register via the STEMNET website: www.stemnet.org.uk following 
the instructions under the Ambassadors tab.

The evening provided an opportunity for Ambassadors, teachers, local employers and education 
partners to learn more about the valuable work of STEM Ambassadors and the real-life difference 
the Ambassador Programme is making to both education and employers.

For further information about the scheme please contact Chris Cottier on 0151 632 8888 or email at 
ambassadors@rtcnorthwest.co.uk

The STEMPOINT contract holders for Greater 
Merseyside, Greater Manchester and 
Cheshire/Warrington held an evening of celebration and 
entertainment to mark the valuable contributions made 
by STEM Ambassadors throughout the region on 9th July 
2009 at Daresbury Science & Innovation Campus.

The STEM Ambassadors programme enables people with 
Science, Technology, Engineering or Maths (STEM) skills 
to support teachers in schools and colleges by enhancing 
and enriching the relevant parts of the curriculum.

This workshop is the first of a series of multi-national consultation events. The events will discuss 
the impact of unexpected events on European research and development (R&D) and to look at the 
implications this may have on future R&D priorities, and on innovation, growth, wellbeing and 
sustainability more generally.

The primary focus of the workshop will be on the implications of Wild Cards and Weak Signals (WI-
WE) on European R&D. Weak Signals are ‘not necessarily important things’: they may not have a 
strong impact at present, but they could indicate the emergence of major events in the future (e.g. 
substantial changes in public attitudes, emerging problems in health or other fields…).

Finding weak signals is one of the most challenging tasks in futures research. 
The analysis of these signals often leads to the identification of Wild Cards. The 
latter are events with low ‘perceived probability’ of occurrence but with very 
high impact (e.g. the 2001 attack to the World Trade Centre on September 11, 
major disasters in environmental or technological systems, etc.).

For further information, or to register for this event please contact Anthony Walker, RTC Northwest 
Ltd on: 0151 632 8888 or anthony.walker@rtcnorth.co.uk

Please visit www.iknowfutures.com for more information on the iKnowproject.

http://www.stemnet.org.uk/
mailto:ambassadors@rtcnorthwest.co.uk
http://www.iknowfutures.com/
mailto:anthony.walker@rtcnorth.co.uk
http://www.iknowfutures.com/


Additional financial support for NW businesses

The new fund, providing VC and loan funding has been created to ensure there is no gap in public 
finance support for businesses in the Northwest, whilst details on the new long term Northwest 
Venture Capital & Loan Fund are completed.

The Transitional support is to help improve the finance options available to new and existing 
businesses in the Northwest, improving the lending available from commercial banks. This new 
funding follows £10m of Transitional Loan funding announced by the NWDA in December 2008. 
making a total of £25m the NWDA and the European Regional Development Fund have made 
available to businesses since December 2008. 

Funding will continue to be available to businesses with a viable business plan which demonstrate an 
ability to service the borrowing required, but which have been unable to obtain such funding from 
conventional commercial sources and in the absence of such funding is exposing the business to the 
risk of significant short term contraction or endangering its existence altogether.

For more information on Finance for Business please visit www.nwdabusinessfinance.co.uk

To keep updated on the range of support being offered by the NWDA go to 
www.nwda.co.uk/supportingbusiness

European Inventor Awards 2010...

Since 2006, the European Patent Office (EPO) and European Commission have come together each 
year to honour inventors who had made a significant contribution to innovation in Europe. The 
European Inventor Award gives inventors the recognition they deserve.  Awards are presented in 
four categories:

ÅIndustry
ÅSMEs/Research
ÅLifetime Achievement
ÅNon-European Countries

The European Inventor Award has quickly established itself as one 
of the most prestigious competitions of its type. In order to 
qualify the inventor must have been awarded a European patent. 
Self-registration forms are available from the website below or 
you can approach our team to discuss our recommendation for 
the award:

http://www.epo.org/topics/innovation-and-economy/european-inventor.html

Closing date for entries: 12th September 2009
Announcement for nominees: February 2010
Award ceremony (in Madrid): April 2010

The Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWDA), with support 
from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), has 
announced a £15mn transitional venture capital (VC) & loan fund for 
businesses in the region, at the recent Business Finance ‘09 seminar 
in Manchester.

Finance to help 
your business 

succeed...

http://www.nwdabusinessfinance.co.uk/
http://www.nwda.co.uk/supportingbusiness
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Forthcoming Events

Regional                                                                (for more information please click the title of the event)

FrameworksNW is the Regional Contact Point for FP7 help and information in the North West. We 
also provide support and assistance to organisations wanting to participate in UK collaborative 
funding through the Technology Strategy Board. This service is delivered by RTC Northwest and 
funded by the North West Development Agency and as such can be offered for free. FrameworksNW

is complemented by the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) which has additional funding from the 
European Commission to integrate with other business support services across Europe.
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0151 632 8888

0151 632 8889

info@frameworksnw.co.uk

www.frameworksnw.co.uk

FrameworksNW

Dovecote Court
Stanley Grange
Ormskirk Road
Knowsley
Merseyside
L34 4AR

National

European

Date Event Venue

15/07/09 Survive and Thrive Masterclass Revenue and Profit Haydock Racecourse, Haydock

21/07/09 Smart City Futures Lowry Centre, Salford Keys

24/07/09 Everyones 2012
Novas Contemporary Arts, 
Liverpool

28/07/09 R&D Opportunities in Transport Radisson SAS, Liverpool

Date Event Venue

15/07/09 Business Snakes and Ladders
East Midlands Conference 
Centre

16/07/09 Business Snakes and Ladders Kettering Conference Centre

16/07/09 UK FP7 Space Information Day BIS Conference Centre, London

17/07/09 FP7 Information Day Aston University, Birmingham

Date Event Venue

03/09/09 European Cancer Cluster Partnering Event Toulouse, France

16/09/09
Networking Event in the field of Water Management 
& Sanitation for Europe, Africa and EECA

Vienna, Austria

29/09/09 European Security Research Conference Stockholm, Sweden
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